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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3/23/09 
has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment was received on 3/23/09, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-23 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 14, line 10, "a print server connected to a printer" should be - the print 
server connected to the printer ~. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 8-12, 14 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Ferlitsch US Patent Application Pub. No. 2002/0097424. 

With respect to claim 1, Ferlitsch discloses a server apparatus (spooler 190 of 

fig. 7 being a server according to paragraphs 28 & 30), comprising: 

a first sharing unit that shares a print environment thereof with other apparatuses 

on a network (fig. 7), wherein the first sharing unit includes 

a connection management unit that manages, in response to a print 
reservation by a user (paragraph 42), the connecting of the first sharing unit to a 
second sharing unit of a second server apparatus on the network (sending print 
message 197 to the spooler 192 in paragraph 75), the second server being 
selected based on acquired route information (managing the connection by 
selecting the spooler connection 192 in the network based on the printer 
destination information in paragraphs 75 & 76); and 

a transfer unit that transfers information of the print reservation, the 
acquired route information, and a document related to the print reservation to the 
second sharing unit of the second server apparatus (transmitting the message 
197 having the print job information and the destination in paragraph 75) for 
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routing to a print server connected to a printer identified in tlie information of tlie 
print reservation (forwarding the message to the appropriate print server and the 
printer defined in the message in paragraph 75 & figs. 9-10). Refer to 
paragraphs 33-36. 

With respect to claim 8, Ferlitsch discloses the server apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 , further comprising: a reservation data storage unit that stores the reservation 
information and the document (note that the message must be stored either 
temporarily/permanently in order to transmit in paragraph 75). 

With respect to claim 9, Ferlitsch discloses the server apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 , further comprising: a document acquisition unit that acquires the document 
(note that the document must be acquired first in order to transmit in paragraph 75). 

With respect to claim 10, Ferlitsch discloses the server apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 , further comprising: a document management service unit that provides a 
service for managing the document (managing the print jobs in paragraph 75). 

With respect to claim 11, Ferlitsch discloses the server apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising: a document storage unit that stores the document (note that 
the message must be stored either temporarily/permanently in order to transmit in 
paragraph 75). 

With respect to claim 12, Ferlitsch discloses the server apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising: a print service unit that provides service related to printing 
(instructing the print process in paragraphs 75-77). 
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With respect to claims 14 and 19, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 1, are applicable. Note that the CPU of the server must manage the 
connection/disconnection with other network devices in order to ensure to the data 
transmission. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ferlitsch as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Goodman et al. U.S. 
Patent No. 7,130,921 (hereinafter Goodman). 

With respect to claims 2 and 3, Ferlitsch discloses the server apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, but it does not explicitly disclose that the connection management 
unit adds or deletes connection data related to or from the second sharing unit to 
service data indicating other sharing units in the network that are connected to the first 
sharing unit, in response to a connection/disconnection request from the second sharing 
unit. 

Goodman, the same field of endeavor of the network server managing the 
plurality of clients in the network, discloses a server having a connection management 
unit which adds or deletes connection data related to or from the second sharing unit to 
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service data indicating other sharing units in the network that are connected to the first 
sharing unit, in response to a connection/disconnection request from the second sharing 
unit (upon receiving a connect signal the server adds the client address to the 
connected client list in col. 8, lines 31-34. Also, the server, according to Goodman 
deletes the client address upon receiving the disconnect signal from the client in col. 9, 
lines 31-33). Thus, the server maintains the most recent connected client list (service 
data) based on the connect/disconnect signal from each client in the network. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the server of Ferlitsch to include the unit for maintaining the connected 
client list as taught by Goodman. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to facilitate the data 
transfer between one server to another by accessing the network server (col. 2, lines 1- 
6 of Goodman). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ferlitsch with Goodman to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 2 and 3. 

With respect to claim 5, the combination discloses the server apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, further comprising: a service data storage unit that stores the service 
data (storage for storing the list in col. 8, lines 31-34 of Goodman). 

With respect to claim 6, the combination discloses the server apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, further comprising: an acquisition unit that acquires the service data 
from the second sharing unit (receiving the IP address of the client in col. 8, lines 31- 
34). 
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With respect to claim 7, Ferlitsch discloses the server apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, but it does not explicitly disclose a consistency check unit that checks 
consistency of a connection state in which the second sharing unit is connected to the 
first sharing unit and a disconnection state in which the second sharing unit is 
disconnected from the first sharing unit. 

Goodman, the same field of endeavor of the network server managing the 
plurality of clients in the network, discloses server having a consistency check unit for 
checking consistency of a connection/disconnection state in which the clients are 
connected to the server (col. 8, lines 41-57). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the server of Ferlitsch to include the consistency check unit as taught 
by Goodman. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to ensure that the 
servers are connected for proper network transmission. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ferlitsch with Goodman to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 7. 

7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Ferlitsch and Goodman as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view 
of Rosenzweig et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,915,096 (hereinafter Rosenzweig). 

With respect to claim 4, the combination teaches the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein the connection data related to the second sharing unit added to the 
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service data are managed as one of upper level data, same level data, and lower level 
data, which indicates a hierarchical relationship between the first sharing unit and the 
second sharing unit within the network. 

Rosenzweig teaches the method of exchanging messages indicating its 
hierarchical level within the network with other devices, including servers and clients 
(col. 5, lines 50-64 & col. 10, lines 4-22). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the server of Ferlitsch to include the means for generating the 
hierarchical level of connected clients/servers in the network as taught by Rosenzweig. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide more efficient 
communication network system by informing its hierarchical level and by maintaining 
the hierarchical list. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine three references to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 4. 

8. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Ferlitsch as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Cantwell 
U.S. Patent No. 6,542,892. 

With respect to claim 13, the combination discloses the apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, but it does not explicitly disclose a print unit that prints the document. 

Cantwell, the same field of endeavor of the network printing art, discloses a 
server having an embedded printer for printing documents (col. 2, lines 20-24). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the server of Ferlitsch to include the printer for printing the document 
as taught by Cantwell. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a server for 
printing the document locally. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ohta with Cantwell to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 13. 

9. Claims 15, 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ferlitsch as applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of Goodman. 

With respect to claims 15 and 16, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claims 2 and 3, are applicable. 

With respect to claim 18, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 7, 
are applicable. 

10. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Ferlitsch and Goodman as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view 
of Rosenzweig. 

With respect to claim 17, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, 
are applicable. 
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1 1 . Claims 20, 21 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ferlitsch as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Goodman. 

With respect to claims 20 and 21, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claims 2 and 3, are applicable. 

With respect to claim 23, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 7, 
are applicable. 

12. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Ferlitsch and Goodman as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view 
of Rosenzweig. 

With respect to claim 22, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, 
are applicable. 
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Conclusion 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/CHAN S PARK/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

March 26, 2009 



